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Analysis of survey results regarding the 
"Consequences of uncertainties surrounding the 
future of Rdb"

The status of the Rdb database and its porting to x86 have long been left in a state of uncertainty by 
Oracle and remain officially undetermined (as of July 2026).

These uncertainties—or negative decisions—pose a significant problem for the VMS ecosystem.

pia-sofer, having been committed to this ecosystem for decades, decided to take action on a modest 
scale by launching a survey on the effects of this situation.

We received a substantial number of responses (considering the resources we were able to deploy). 
This document presents an analysis of them.

- Respondents introduce themselves and describe their situation,

- Perceived impacts are outlined, specifically regarding changes in decision-making and confidence in 
Oracle support,

- A key issue is the impact of this situation on confidence in the future of the VMS ecosystem,

- Potential courses of action are considered,

- Two sections present verbatim comments from the respondents.
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Role (of the respondent)

Do you use rdb?
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Yes? On which platforms?

Importance in the information system
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Status of decisions before the uncertainty generated 
by Oracle

If porting to x86 is impossible, what are the 
consequences?
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How much confidence do you have in the support 
provided

Do the threats to support imply choices for you 
regarding abandoning rdb?
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Confidence in the future of OpenVMS
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If Oracle gets rid of the real expertise on rdb, how 
can we organize ourselves

Whatever the long-term choices, a transition period 
begins. How can we manage the evolution of 
contracts, the transfer of expertise, and the overall 
future of rdb? Share your suggestions.

Verbatim

For us, VMS has already shrunk to being the database backend for applications running on Linux.  It 
will not be trivial for our tiny team, but it really seems that if we have to port everything to a new 
database there's no benefit to sticking with OpenVMS.

Gel des applications / pour certains migrations vers oracle enterprise sur linux, postgres, MS SQL, 
mimer, shark...

If RDB is not sold/purchased by another vendor in the short term, other options such as Postgres or 
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Mime as beginning to be investigated and what could be the easiest migration path. One thing will 
be no Oracle products in sight for the future state.

It would be a very difficult process due to the adaptation to a new technology, or a current 
technology that runs on platforms different from OMS. This would make it even harder to keep 
legacy systems alive in production, meaning that a migration of the entire current operating 
environment, starting with the operating system, would have to be considered soon.

Unknown

keeping a non supported commercial product close-sourced should be illegal

the promise to open-source and community-support Rdb would be helpful, go a long ways, even 
with the anticipated difficulties such a rash change of direction would make

i do not know yet

Could VMS Software Inc. take it on?

Very difficult.  Don't know.

Run as-is for as long as possible

force oracle to give RDB back to VSI

Purchase IP and create a new company to port/support/enhance the product similar to VSI and 
OpenVMS releases.

Oracle/Rdb contains proprietary pieces of code that is also present in their Oracle classic product. 
Hence they cannot sell it to or open source it.



9
pia-sofer 8-JUL-2026

How can the major players in the VMS ecosystem 
(VSI, Stromasys, AvtWare, etc.) intervene in the 
situation?

Add all your analyses, suggestions, and criticisms. 
Verbatim

Probably functionally impossible if Oracle just hangs on to Rdb, but it seems like VSI is 
geographically and culturally compatible with Rdb development, and it'd be great if VSI could take 
it on.

Pas de vraie surprise mais que de mensonges de vsi & oracle qui n'assument pas leurs engagements 
et on fait perdre tant d'années  - sans compter que ces décisions font porter la culpabilité aux 
consultants qui ont cru en eux... (written in French)

Translated : No real surprise, but so many lies from VSI & Oracle—they failed to honor their 
commitments and caused so much wasted time—not to mention that these decisions shifted the 
blame onto the consultants who had believed in them.

We find it extremely unprofessional of Oracle with the decision with the project to X86 so close. 
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Also finding out from other Vendors and not Oracle making an official announcement.  We are 
currently in discussions with VSI and looking at possible options.

Just as a suggestion, the important thing is that if Oracle abandons support for RDB, it could be 
reconsidered by someone else, like when HP released OpenVMs. However, current DBA engineers 
who manage databases like Oracle or DB2, not to mention MariaDB, MySQL, or the miraculous 
PostgreSQL with AI sockets, wouldn't think twice about migrating the entire environment rather 
than waiting for RDB to lose support.

We have already started the migration way form OpenVMS

Oracle has the moral obligation to either support it's customers or to make RDB open source

Oracle has cash-cowed and gouged the Rdb user community for long enough.  Remember, Rdb 
(Eln) was originally a DEC-engineered and released product before being sold-off to Oracle.

Oracle probably doesn't even know it owns Rdb and the VMS port of Oracle.  It's too small in their 
business models to make any difference.

ORACLE are being anti-competitive and trying to kill other databases. Under European law this 
should be illegal

OpenVMS will be abandoned by my company because of this Oracle decision.

I was surprised Oracle would drop the port after it was so far along.
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